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Happy Holidays
from the Staff of The Weekly Challenger

Lakewood
Elementary
parties hard

The legacy
of a queen

2004 Miss. America
Erika Dunlap
BY JULIA RUDGERS
Staff Writer

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
When community activist
Theresa “Momma Tee”
Lassiter plans a party, she
plans a party. In two weeks,
she threw together a holiday bash for 95 children
from Lakewood Elementary last Fri., Dec. 18.
With money left over
from her 12th Annual
Lawfest and Community &
Fair back in October, she
decided to throw a holiday
party that the kids would
not soon forget.
“This is my school that
I’ve chosen out of the five
that they say are failures—
I don’t call them failures—
and I talked with Principal
Cynthia Kidd and asked if
we could do a Christmas
Cantata [sic],” said Lassiter.
Although Santa didn’t
make an appearance, he
sent some very prestigious
helpers, in the form of
Mayor Rick Kriseman,
Commissioner Ken Welch,
Reverend Manuel Sykes,
Juvenile Welfare Board’s
Trenia Cox and even Pinellas County Schools SuperinSee TEE, page 15

Top L-R Elder James Myles, Dr. Goliath Davis, Dr. Ricardo Davis and Atty. Guy Burns
Bottom L-R Maria L. Scruggs, Dr. Michael Grego, Trey Moore and Atty. Amir Whitaker



BY SKYLA LUCKEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The
recent
Pinellas
County Schools “report
card” compiled by the
Southern Poverty Law
Center echoes the Tampa
Bay Times’ investigative
report with its startling
statistics.
More than 100 concerned parents and community members met at

Bethel Community Baptist Church last Thurs.,
Dec. 17 to listen to a panel
discussion with Dr. Ricardo Davis, president of
Concerned Organizations
for Quality Education for
Black Students (COQEBS), Maria Scruggs,
President of NAACP St.
Petersburg Branch, Dr.
Amir Whitaker, staff attorney with the Southern
Poverty Law Center and

Elder James Myles from
Bethel Community Baptist Church.
Pinellas County has
some of the lowest achieving and most segregated
schools in the state.
Harsh discipline policies
deprive students of tens of
thousands of education
hours annually. Students
are arrested at a rate
nearly twice the state average and five times the

rate of counties like
Miami-Dade
and
Broward.
Moderated by Trey
Moore of Micah Center,
Superintendent Michael
Grego and several Pinellas County School Board
members sat in the audience and listened to angry
citizens call for their resignations.
See PIPELINE, pages 12

Enough is enough
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
In view of two recent
deaths due to gun violence in the community,
Mayor Rick Kriseman
took to the streets of St.
Petersburg to convey the
simply message: enough
is enough.
Along with residents,
city leaders and members
of the police department,

the mayor marched down
Central Avenue on Fri.,
Dec. 18 to raise awareness to the shootings and
deaths by firearms, and
encouraged the community to speak out in “one
very clear, loud voice”
that gun violence in unacceptable.
Kriseman
stated
that it was only one of
many steps that need to
See ENOUGH, page 14



March to end gun violence.

ST. PETERSBURG –
“Dreams are extremely important. You can’t do it unless you imagine it,” said
George Lucas, the creator
of the Star Wars franchise.
In so many ways, his quote
embodies the philosophy of
Erika Dunlap, Miss America 2004.
She is a persistent,
driven and intelligent
young woman who also believed in the beauty of her
dreams, and through her
will power and determination, as well as focus, made
those dreams become a reality.
Sun., Dec. 13, the
Carter G. Woodson African
American Museum and the
ladies of Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of the
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. hosted an event entitled “Conversations with
the Queen.” This was an
opportunity for the sorority’s youth organization to
chat with Dunlap about her
experiences as Miss America and growing up as a
young black woman in pursuit of her dreams.
Dunlap
immediately
drew the crowd in with her
warm demeanor, and held
them there with the
strength and maturity behind her words. She is now
a public speaker and travels
around the country in
hopes of helping others
See QUEEN, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete Sigmas to honor
living legends
ST.
PETERSBURG
— The brothers of Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Inc. will
celebrate 102 years of service Jan. 9 at the Harold
Seltzer’s Steakhouse.
The “Evening of Blue &
White” will be a semi-formal
celebration hosted by the
local chapter. Members,
elected officials and guest
will gather to honor members who have reached the
momentous milestone of 50
plus years of membership in
the prestigious organization.
Each honoree will be
recognized for their contributions to one of the three
national principles of the fraternity: Samuel Kicklighter,
last living charter member,
for brotherhood; Reuben
Nesbitt for scholarship and
Thomas “Jet” Jackson for

service.
Under the leadership of
Chapter President Cedric
Ferrell and Corey Givens Jr.,
event chair, the fraternity
members will present
Emma Cavin, a member of
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.,
with the 2016 Dove Award.
The keynote speaker for
the evening will be well-respected Bay area physician
Dr. Fredrick Guerrier, who
is also a member of the fraternity.
During the inaugural
Founders’ Day Banquet, the
fraternity will announce the
kick-off of their Sigma Sundays Scholarship Award.
The initiative will officially
launch in January to support the educational needs of
students and youth ministries in churches through-

NAACP Emancipation Proclamation
Service
out south St. Petersburg.
Award amounts range from
$1,000 to $1,200 in total.
Other event highlights
include proclamation presentations by the City of St.
Petersburg, Pinellas County
School Board and the office
of Congresswoman Kathy
Castor.
For more information,
contact Bro. Corey Givens Jr.
at (727) 433-5477.
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. was founded on January 9, 1914, at Howard
University in Washington,
DC. Led by International
President Jonathan A.
Mason, Sr.; the organization
equips college-educate men
with the tools necessary to improve the social and economic
conditions of communities
worldwide.

ST. PETERSBURG —
January 1, 2016, will mark
153 year since President
Abraham Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation.
The NAACP commemorates this moment in history
as a reminder of how precious our liberty is. In his
September 12, 1962, speech
during an Emancipation
Proclamation commemorative event, Dr. Martin Luther
King said the proclamation
“was a constructive use of
the force of law to uproot a
social order which sought to
separate liberty from a segment of humanity.”
The NAACP hopes by
continuing the tradition of
commemorating the Emancipation Proclamation, we

will take the necessary actions to ensure that we will
never allow our freedom to
be taken for granted.
The 2016 Emancipation
Proclamation Service will
occur next Fri., Jan. 1 at 10
a.m. at Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
3455 26th Ave. S, St. Pete,
where Dr. Rickey L. Houston tends his flock. This
year’s speaker will be Rev.
Don A. Gaskin, senior pastor
of New Philadelphia Community Church.
The celebration will
place a spotlight on young
people in our community
who are doing great things.
Jermaine Robinson from
Pinellas County Center for
the Arts at Gibbs High will

recite excerpts from the
Proclamation. Maiya Stevenson will return home from
Florida A& M University
where she is a voice major
and perform gospel and
Negro spirituals. Dundu
Dole West African Ballet
rounds out the showcase of
young talent.
Local artist Alvin Lewis
and Carla Bristol, owner of
Gallerie 909, will also be
present. Membership applications for the NAACP will
be on hand.
For further information
contact the NAACP Communications Chair Tony
King at (727) 643-1551 or
President Maria L. Scruggs
at (727) 798-5361! You will
not want to miss it.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Being clean does not equal a good school
Dear Editor,
The December 8
Tampa Bay Times article
entitled “Pinellas downplays problems at failing
schools, but hires leaders
to fix them” should force
the African-American community to simply draw a
line in the sand.
In what was described
as a two-minute video of
one hour bus tours to
Campbell Park, Maximo,
Fairmount Park, Lakewood and Melrose Elementary Schools, the
article highlights the fact
that after a one hour visit
to just two of the schools, a
couple of conversations
with staff and an opportunity to see our children
dance, Pinellas Education
Foundation Chairwoman
Cathy Collins concluded:
“I was pretty confident
that things would be in
order and that there was
progress being made, because I have watched the
leadership of Mike Grego
over the last three years,
and he is a true leader…
and there is no way that
some of the issues that
were described in those
articles were going on in
those schools.”
In a follow up phone
conversation with a Times
reporter, Collins goes on
further to say that the two
schools on the tour were
amazingly clean and well
put together. After reaching this point in the article,
I braced myself for her to
comment on how clean the
children were.
Maybe the reporter

spared the African-American community from further insult, or just maybe
Collins has had enough
cultural sensitivity training
in her life that when she
found herself at that point,
she didn’t want to travel
down a path where she
would find herself standing head and shoulders
with Donald Trump.
Will we ever get past
the historical rhetoric that
suggest African Americans
are not clean and therefore
when a white person sees
a black home, person or institution that is not filthy
they must make comments to the fact.
Vice President Joe
Biden found himself in a
similar twist when he referred to then candidate
Barack Obama as articulate and clean, to suggest
that even though he graduated from Columbia University, Harvard Law
School, taught part time at
the University of Chicago
Law School, practice law
and became a U.S. Senator,
he still wasn’t expected to
be articulate or clean.
Collins’
comments
were egregious and insulting; however, they are just
the tip of the iceberg of the
most insulting actions
from leaders in this community that I have experienced.
I am certainly not a fan
of the Times, however, I
like to think I am able to
rise above my own biases
and give credit where
credit is due. After a yearlong investigative report,

All I want for Christmas
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

Tis the reason for the
Christmas season. The joy
of family, challenges of
world peace and unity of

they brought to light the
fact that five of our elementary schools within south
St. Petersburg have been
identified as five of the 13
worst performing schools
in the state of Florida.
Yet, three of the community’s most prominent
citizens: Alex McKenna,
Collins and Debra Faulk
all concluded after a onehour tour at two of the
schools the Times call “failure factories,” that their reporting is faulty. And, in
spite of the thousands of
African-American children
being let down at these five
schools, Pinellas County
Superintendent Dr. Grego
is an “excellent leader.”
What is equally disturbing is McKenna, Collins
and Faulk serve on one of
the most prestigious governing bodies in the
county and with some of
the A-listers representing
major corporations, and
yet after one hour they felt
comfortable enough to
conclude that because our
schools were clean, the
system is not failing.
Maria L. Scruggs

people headline a season
of jingling bells and lights
so bright.
In December kindness
and good gestures is on
the rise and the desire to
maintain that attitude

throughout the year. Selfishness will take a temporary back seat to the good
will of others.
What do we really want
for Christmas? Here is a
start.

Michael Glock
“All I want for Christmas
is for the people that I
care about and family
to find peace and
happiness.”

Evangelist Queen
Nathan Halford
Mims-Davis
“All I want for Christmas
All I want for Christmas is
is for people who are
to spread the news of
having hard times to be
what Christmas is all
able to take of them. It’d
about. I hope my
be nice to get a car, my
children and all others license and get rid of this
remember to show the
stupid cell phone.”
love of Jesus.”

Luci Scratton
“All I want for Christmas
is peace. That’s really it!”

Vader Green
“All I want for Christmas
is to be in good grace
with the Lord.”

Terrell Dukes
“All I want for Christmas
is peace, love and unity
with my family.”

Saving youth with teachers and
leaders who care
Dear Editor,
In the past few weeks
several young black men
have been murdered in St.
Petersburg. Earlier this year
in Tampa at least seven men
and women were shot. Most
died and very few even
made the Bay area television
news. Education is one tool
that could benefit our community if only it were more
embraced by everyone.
That includes young
people, leaders and teachers
who all care. To care means
not just to feel bad but react.
On Thurs., Dec. 10,
President Obama signed
into law the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA). The
United States Senate voted
85 to 12 to overhaul the No
Child Left Behind Law
signed by President Bush.
This new law replaces one
that came under fire for
many reasons. The ESSA
will give the federal government less control and states
more.
President Obama gave
credit to President Bush and
the previous law. This is in
sharp contrast to the Republicans and others who rarely
give this president any credit
for anything. He actually got
bipartisan help to pass this
new law.
ESSA, however, is not a
panacea for two of the
biggest problems in education: closing the achievement gap and raising the
performance of the worst
schools.
Last week I attended a
school and observed one
classroom in hot pursuit of
those goals. We are often
overwhelmed with horrible
narratives of public schools
failing our children, but at
Booker T. Washington Elementary School in Tampa, I
observed just the opposite.
It was a last-minute situation and I got a lot of help

from the principal and the
guidance counselor. They
sent me to the fifth grade
classroom of a very impressive young, African-American teacher named Ms.
Hampton.
To say I was impressed
is a gross understatement. I
spent the last two years living in Tampa not far from
the school. I frankly feared
the teenagers I saw on the
street. I often saw and heard
disrespect for everyone to
everyone including themselves. In sharp contrast was
the behavior of the students
in Ms. Hampton’s class. Instead of gaining crime and
contempt “cred in da street,”
Ms. Hampton’s fifth-graders
are learning respect, control
and how to communicate.
They were so friendly
and polite I was taken aback.
Honestly, it is my experience
that in Tampa and St. Petersburg, many adults are not
very friendly and polite, let
alone young people.
Too often I walk up to
the counter and say: “How
are you today,” instead of it
being the other way around.
How can we expect young
people to be polite and professional when adults don’t
practice it?
Ms. Hampton fifth
graders seemed to mirror
her enthusiasm for learning.
The atmosphere was relaxed with limits. Posters
and slogans with words of
encouragement painted the
walls. Although colorful and
neat, the classroom was no a
playpen. She let her kids
know they are expected to
achieve. Bad behavior is not
tolerated or excused. These
fifth-grade kids are told they
are responsible for their own
lives and that no superhero
was going to come and save
them.
Ms. Hampton’s class
had so much more than we

did when I was growing up.
Booker T. Washington Elementary has computers and
even a music studio with instrument and recording
equipment. But most importantly, Ms. Hampton and the
music teachers showed a
genuine concern for the
kids.
In her class, students are
taught how to communicate
confrontation.
without
When a student makes a
comment, the next student
acknowledges that comment and adds to it. If there
is a disagreement, it is presented in a manner that
would shame Congress in
Washington.
What we need are masterful teachers like Ms.
Hampton who enforces discipline while showing how
much they really care. Intellectual inquisitiveness must
replace laziness and apathy.
There are many problems in
our schools and to ignore
them is foolish. Truth and
progress demands that we
acknowledge when things
are done well. We can build
upon what is good and do
better.
Ms. Hampton’s fifthgrade class is proof that we
can do better if only we try
harder and not be overwhelmed by what is bad.
Our children and our future
depend on this. Every student can succeed.
Rivers Cleveland

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
WEBSITE!

TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Melrose girls got the silver spoon treatment
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Women of the Woodson
treated 17 glowing Melrose
Elementary School girls to a
Cinderella-like weekend entitled Christmas Silver Spoon
Tea Party. The fit-for-aprincess fantasy weekend
culminated in the lighting of
the spectacular Christmas
tree adorning the Carter G.
Woodson Museum African
American Museum Sun.,
Dec. 6.
“The Women of the
Woodson have adopted the
Girlfriends of Melrose Elementary School,” said Terri
Lipsey Scott, board chair of
the museum.
“We celebrated 17 little
girls this weekend. We
started with lunch at the [St.
Petersburg] Country Club.
We did nails, we did hair at
the Bonjour CaVa Salon and
Spa with Beatrice Morris,
Frechette Bradley and Kenyatta Killins. They had a slumber party and spent the night
in a suite in downtown St.
Pete.”
Each of the little girls was
blessed with new dresses, pajamas, slippers and under
garments. Sunday morning
they were limo driven around
town and stopped at several
sites in the city. Top photographer Rodney Newsome
was there to capture the
whole experience.
The 17 girls ended their
busy, luxurious day with a
proper tea party at the Woodson. Each of the girls was as-

signed a mentor who escorted them to their final destination where they met up
with the queen herself.
“God has been very good
to me to be able to come back
to this community and be a
part of the Silver Spoon Tea
Party with Mrs. Terri and the
Carter G. Woodson Museum,” said Erika Dunlap,
who was crowned Miss
Florida in 2003 and became
2004 Miss America.
“To be dressed up and
put into a limo, that’s an unbelievable experience for any
nine or 10 year old. They now
know what it takes to present
themselves well and to be a
lady…that’s very important
to us,” said Dunlap.
The queen shared with
the little princesses that
growing up she felt she was
ugly.
“That was a challenge for
me growing up dark skin to
think that I was pretty, that I
was beautiful. At events in our
neighborhood the lighter
skin girls would get all the
favor but the darker skinned
girls would be kind of in the
background. So it was very
important for me to be here
to express to all the girls, especially the dark skin girls
that you’re beautiful no matter what hue you are. You
have to see your beauty for
yourself,” exclaimed Dunlap.
Dunlap punctuated the
essence of knowing and feeling one’s own inner beauty.
“You have to celebrate yourself so that no one thinks they
can compromise you or you
compromise yourself.”

As well wishers looked on
as Scott introduced each girl
who received gifts from their
adult female mentor in the
courtyard decorated for the
Christmas holidays, a spirit of
wellness and solidarity
warmed the chilled fall air.
The girls were sponsored
by Dana Battle, Thelma McCloud, Cynthia Jenkins,
Rachella Moody, Frechette
Bradley, Beatrice Morris,
Rita Wesley, Donna McRae,
Ya La Ford, Jenee Skipper,
Manitia Moultrie, Jacqueline
Gayle Kelly, Colleen Vieux,
Brenda Gordon, Erika Lopez,
Shannon Ligon and Terri
Lipsey Scott.
The princesses from Melrose were Sanyiah McRae,
Kloie Thomas, Asihya Madison, Solanzje Jones, Alexia
Levesque, Taniya Bell, Diamond Witchard, Anaya Graham, Malazzha McDaniel,
Alana Gipson, Nevaeh Gamble, Mykeira Webb, LaNiya
McCaulla, Shavion Hobbs,
Tyzeona Gray, DaNiyia Gray
and Samaria Tunsil.
The women who provided special assistance to
make the Christmas Silver
Spoon Tea Party Weekend a
success were Roslyn Graham, Yolanda Hudson and
Ashley Scott.
Special thanks to Melrose
teachers: Shaday Lackey,
Caprice Johnson, Shenoah
Washington Davis, Jennifer
Jackson
and
Ottesha
Williams. Major sponsors of
the event were Duke Energy,
Marriott, Walmart, Exceptional Dental and Mt. Zion
Human Services.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Winter Wonderland Fashion Play
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Childs Park YMCA was
turned into a winter wonderland fashion show complete
with a runway, celebrities
and proud parents watching
their little ones strut their
stuff in the latest “kiddie
kouture.”
The Dec. 10 fashion
show served as a finale to
the 2015 Fashion, Etiquette,
& Health Boot Camp put on
by Audrey “Pat” McGhee,
CEO of APM Images, Inc.
Attendees were asked to
donate a toy that went to the
YMCA Neighbor to Neighbor Christmas Program,
where 330 families received
a live Christmas tree, a $50
Publix gift card and were
able to handpick five brand
new toys.
St. Pete celebrity Taylor
Barnes, home from Idyllwild Arts Academy in California, showed why she won
a scholarship to this internationally acclaimed residential arts high school. After
graduation, she hopes to

  



 



matriculate into Juilliard.
Emcee for the evening
was celebrity award-winning photography and television talk show host Ricc
Rollins, who is a Tampa native. This best-selling author
and motivational speaker’s
work can been seen on numerous CD, magazine and
book covers.
Rollins paid tribute to
the recently passed Marque
“Tate” Lynche Jr., a St. Petebred singer and actor who
starred on “The All New
Mickey Mouse Club,”
Broadway and even made it
to the semifinals of “American Idol.”
He said that Lynche’s
message was that every
young person deserves to
dream, and dedicated the
fashion show to him. Rollins
also said that when
Lynche’s mother spotted
talent in her children, she
put them in every program
she could to make sure they
had opportunities.
“Aren’t we grateful for
Audrey “Pat” McGhee who
makes sure that our young
people have something to

    



focus on,” Rollins asked the
crowd.
The fashion show was
setup like a play with four
scenes: “Christmas Chic,”
“Wonderland Fashionistas,”
“Snow Flakes in the Mist”
and “Hip Hop Christmas.”
In each scene, the mini
models walked the catwalk
in fashions that can all be
found at Macy’s.
McGhee honored a few
people who made the boot
camp a success such as
Terri Lipsey Scott from the
Carter G. Woodson African
American Museum, who donated her time and the museum to work with the girls
on proper table etiquette and
life coach Brandi Winans
who worked with the youth
with building an image and
branding themselves.
She also honored professional photographer Jerrod
Douse, who treated the kids
to a professional fashion
shoot and taught them how
to operate a camera and
Rollins for helping her with
anything that was needed
from creating a logo to
speaking to the youth.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sickle cell families enjoy fun-filled
holiday luncheon
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Sickle Cell Disease
Association, St. Petersburg Chapter sponsored
their annual Christmas
luncheon at the Enoch
Davis Center Sat., Dec. 5.
More than 70 families
were represented.
Board member Milton
Bailey began the program
by introducing Mistress of
Ceremony Busara Pitts,
another board member.
Things quickly got underway as Mt. Zion Progressive’s
dance
group,
Creative Expressions, per-

formed under the direction of Michelle Mann.
They were a real crowd
pleaser. A local balloon
artist was an added treat.
Minister Micah Poole
did the invocation and
grace before Pitts introduced the 2015 – 17 poster
child, Xavier J. McKinney.
The eight-year-old student
excitedly gave the welcome.
Melvin Smith was introduced by Chapter President/Founder
Mary
Murph as the new sickle
cell outreach coordinator.

Later, he and registered
nurse Shanika Jackson
from Largo Medical spoke
about the support group.
As Christmas music
played in the background,
children and adults alike
were delighted when jolly
ol’ Santa Claus arrived
bearing gifts. Portrayed by
Chris Calloway, Santa took
pictures with clients and
spread holiday cheer all
around.
Special thanks to
Robert Pitts, program and
board participants.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AKA annual dance swings into the holiday season
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Zeta Upsilon Chapter of
the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. held their annual Holiday Fundraiser
Dance last Fri., Dec 18 at
the downtown Hilton.
More than 400 people
packed the ballroom and
helped kick off a weekend

of planned activities including a member’s only gala on
Dec. 19 and 60th anniversary reception on Dec. 20.
The money raised will
help fund their Youth Development Foundation, which
funds scholarships for their
AKA AKAdemy members
(Exquisite
Gems
and
Pathfinders). Monies raised
will also go towards supporting community service

organizations such as the
Enoch Davis Center, the
Childs Park YMCA, The
Sanderlin Center, the
Alzheimer’s Foundation and
the National Cancer Society.
After dinning on sautéed
shrimp, chicken, a variety of
green vegetables and potatoes, the crowd took to
dance floor, shaking a tail
feather for a purpose—community service.

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,
bars, churches and special functions in your area.
Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717
www.ProducePatchTampa.com
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Miss America visits the Woodson
From QUEEN, page 1

learn how to achieve their
dreams.
“My focus is for you all
to decide what you want to
accomplish and then decide the steps you will take
to accomplish your goal,”
said the Orlando native.”
Dunlap had always
wanted to be Miss America,
but never thought in a million years that it could happen; it is a 14,000 in one
chance to win the competition. Still, despite the seemingly insurmountable odds,
Dunlap began to compete
in pageants at a young age,
developing and honing her
strengths and correcting
her weaknesses as best she
could. She focused in on
her education so that she
could continue to compete
in the pageants, an arrangement she made with her
mother.
“I wanted to be a great
entertainer,” Dunlap admitted. “I wanted to be the
smartest girl in the interviews, even if I wasn’t the
prettiest. She explained
that her mother was not
able to afford coaching like
many of the other contestants so she would replay
tapes of her pageants to
find out her strengths and
weaknesses.
Then, Dunlap said, she
discovered boys. At the age
of 12, she wrote a letter to
her mother as a petition to
begin going on group dates
when she turned 15. Her
mother was amused but
told her it was not an option.
Dunlap is extremely
grateful for this lesson from
her mother. “Your focus
has to be on you and what
you’re accomplishing. The
boys will come, and trust
me they will be there forever. Your focus has to be
on what you want,” she cautioned. You can’t allow your
friends, boys or peers to derail what your focus is.
What is important is you
becoming successful and
you deciding what to ac-

complish.”
Dunlap continued competing in pageants, and at
the age of 19 won Miss Orlando. Her motivation didn’t
only extend to the pageants,
however. Before graduating
from high school, Dunlap
applied for every scholarship she could get her
hands on and accumulated
over $68,000 to fund her college education.
“You have to start living
your life as though you’re
already doing what it is that
you want to be doing,” Dunlap averred, even though
there may be obstacles in
your way. A particular
struggle for her was mathematics when she was in
school.
While in college, she
changed her diet and
learned about nutrition.
She started listening to talk
radio to become more
knowledgeable on perspectives vastly different from
her own. She decided that
this was the best way to
prepare for trick questions,
critiques and criticism during the interview portion of
the pageants.
Her road to success was
not always so smooth,
though. Once onstage at
the Mahaffey Theater, she
had technical difficulties
during a performance with
her microphone. It took
four tries before Dunlap
was able to sing her song,
but she did not allow herself to be discouraged or
give up, and despite the discrimination within the system, she prevailed. Dunlap
believed that this was simply another test that she
would pass, and she did.
Later in the process,
she met and interviewed
with one of her idols whose
poster hung on her wall as
a child, former Miss America of 1990 Debbye Turner,
who was the third African
American to hold the title.
Turner, who was a judge,
vetted and qualified Dunlap

for the rest of the competition, and immediately after
she was crowned asked
her, “Where did you get
your shoes? I absolutely
love them!” A moment she
said she would never forget.
So what is Dunlap’s advice for dealing with negativity, you may ask?
After receiving discriminatory anonymous letters
during her reign, Dunlap
said, “There will always be
haters that come in every
color, shape, size and age.
Wisdom is not commensurate with maturity. We all
have our gifts and just because you’re young does
not mean that your wisdom
is not keen and that you
have to listen to the negativity that comes from people
who didn’t accomplish their
dreams and don’t know
how.”
She left her captivated
audience with the message
that there is always a
choice, hard work and perseverance is invaluable,
stay focused and above all
to like yourself.
When asked by a student to define self-beauty,
she remarked: “The definition of self-beauty is knowing for yourself, without
anyone else having to tell
you you’re beautiful, that
you like yourself a lot.”
If you missed seeing
Miss America, you can
come out to view the museum’s latest exhibit entitled, “Her Majesty: The
Reign of Erika Dunlap,”
which charts her journey to
the throne. The exhibit will
be on display at the Carter
G. Woodson African American Museum, 2240 9th
Ave. S, St. Petersburg, until
Dec. 31.
Although she may not
be physically present, Dunlap’s message is as beautiful and as crystal clear as if
she were: be true to yourself, be prepared and the
rest will follow.
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‘The Nutcracker’ at Gibbs High School
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The three-day run of Pinellas
County Center for the Arts
fall dance performance of
Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s
“The Nutcracker” set the bar
high for artistic talent.
The production showcased some of the most
gifted young dance perform-

ers in the Tampa Bay area.
Hundreds of parents, students, faculty and community members packed the
Gibbs Grand Theatre Dec.
10-12 to see artistic director
Doricha C. Sales’ version of
a holiday classic. Additional
choreography was provided
by Patricia Paige Parks.
The plot revolved around
16-old-Marie who works for
Drosselmeyer’s Dolls. She is






a compassionate, kindhearted, young woman who
comes to the rescue of a
poor girl in the store during
a holiday celebration catering to the upper echelon and
their children. One of the
girls in attendance falls in
love with one of the Nutcrackers for sale in the store
and starts dancing with it.
The owner of the store sees
this and forbids the girls to

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”



  


 










 
 










 



continue, but she is rescued
by Marie who pays for her
Nutcracker. For Marie, the
magic of the holiday season
had just begun.
The gifted performers
sparkled with a continuous
flow of artistic energy and
talent. Never was there a dull
moment from curtain opening to the cast’s final bow of
the evening. The lead
dancers of the show pre-

sented Sales and Paige with
flowers at the end of the
matinee performance on Saturday afternoon.
The students worked on
the production the entire fall
semester, putting in many
extra hours after school for
rehearsal. Featured dancers
included Taylor Berger,
Kalee Curtner, Shawn
Cusseaux, Sarah Eisenbaum, Jonas Godwin, Han-

nah Husenitza, Maya Leonavicius, Kelli Macauley,
Kiera Morgan, Zacchaeus
Page, Teagan Reed, Nicole
Denise Robinson, Ayssa San
Giacomo
and
Isabella
Valdes.
In addition to the performers, close to 30 volunteers worked on the
production crew to make all
the magic of the show seem
effortless.
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Ice cream social to celebrate the holidays
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Thaise Educational
and
Exposure
Tours
(TEET) held a holiday ice
cream social for program
members and their families
Fri., Dec. 18 at Enoch Davis
Center.
Instead of the monthly
enrichment
program,
which teaches at-risk youth
from six to 17 about proper
etiquette, life skills and fea-

tures guess speakers such
as City Councilmember
Wengay Newton and Director of Urban Affairs Nikki
Gaskin-Capehart,
this
month’s meeting featured
ice cream, healthy snacks,
not so healthy snacks,
games and prizes.
TEET’s Executive Director Teresa Clove and
Program Manager Barbara
Burnett decided to have
the party so that they could
celebrate not only with the

kids, but with the parents
also.
“This is a way to keep
the families celebrating together and keeping us connected with the parents,”
said Burnett. “This is a
thank you for trusting us to
help their children.”
The mission of TEET is
to empower, educate, enhance and improve the
quality of life for youth
through counseling, mentoring, enrichment classes,

tutoring, college and exposure tours. They want to
bring out the best in each
youth by elevating their
minds through education
and exposure so they can
realize anything in life is
possible.
Sponsored by The Department of Juvenile Justice and the Florida
Network of Youth and Family Services, TEET’s goal is
to work with the youth to
reduce or eliminate high

school dropout, teen pregnancy, drug and alcohol
abuse, tobacco use, juvenile
crime and sexually transmitted diseases.
Additionally,
TEET
arranges guided college
tours for their older students. The tours are
aligned with students’
breaks so that children do
not have to miss school
days.
The college tours are
usually in state but can be

out of state as well. Private
donors help fund the field
trips. On the last tour, the
kids caught a train to visit a
campus in Savannah, Ga.
While touring a campus,
Clove said the students will
also often visit nearby museums or art galleries.
But last Friday, program members along with
their families were happy
just to tour the snack table.
A good time was had by all.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Funneling students through the school-to-prison pipeline
From PIPELINE, page 1

“The story before us is
old,” said Moore about the
educational system in Pinellas County. “Because it is so
old and dark and sad, we
want this story to change.”
Moore contends that
without a decent school system, the city will never attack industry.
“How will we get real investments into our city with
a school system that looks
like this? Is Google coming?
Microsoft?” he asked, saying that the first thing they
will look at is where their
children will go to school.
“At what point the does
the school board and the
superintendent take responsibility for the lack of closing the disparity between
academic achievement in
Pinellas County Schools,”
Davis asked.
Davis gave a history lesson on the disparity between African-American
students and their white
counterparts. Back in the

1980s when the district was
busing black students,
there was achievement gap.
“For those who think
that busing will solve this
problem, I beg to differ,”
Davis said. “We now have
them concentrated in the
schools in the south side
and the problem is much
more visible.”
Pinellas County Schools
is the seventh largest district in Florida, and has
some of the lowest achieving schools in the state. For
example, U.S. News and
World Report has a school
ranking review of each high
school in Pinellas County
and reports that 69 percent
of Gibbs High School students are not proficient in
reading, and 76 percent are
not proficient in mathematics.
Goliath Davis, the former police chief and deputy
mayor of St. Petersburg, remarked how when the first
Times article hit the wires,

the district was quick to
claim that the data was
flawed. COQEBS, the
Southern Poverty Law Center, The Micah Center and
the NAACP all received
data from the district.
“How is it that we can
all get the same data and
reach the same conclusions, but yet the district
says the data is flawed, but
it’s their data,” he asked.
Scruggs said that in the
last 36 years, there has
been a lot of legal activity
and a lot of programs created that have not yielded
results.
“Nobody is going to
change the circumstances
in our community unless
we decided enough is
enough,” said Scruggs. “It’s
time to stand up and hold
Dr. Grego and all of the
school board members accountable. If they cannot do
the job…we fire them.”
Whitaker, of the Alabama-based nonprofit Law

Reco Ingram, father of 13 children, said that the real
problem is living in poverty. He said he’s tired of all the
talk, and wants action.

Center, said during his
presentation that AfricanAmerican students are underrepresented in gifted
classes; 48 percent of students identified as emotionally
and
behaviorally
disabled are black, twice as
many black students drop
out of school than white, 32
percent of students held
back a grade are black and
only eight percent of teachers are African American,
nearly half the state average.
In terms of school discipline, he reported that
252,681 hours of school
have been missed by black
students being suspended
since 2010, 54 percent of
black students received an
in-school suspension compared to 20 percent of white
students; 53 percent of students given out-of-school
suspensions are black and
23 percent of black students
without disabilities were
suspended multiple times,

Pastor Eddie Robinson said that it takes a
village to raise children and that Grego is not
the blame for all the problems.

nearly four times the rate of
white students.
The Law Center said
that “unnecessary schoolbased arrests, suspensions
and expulsions… are part
of the school-to-prison
pipeline that cuts short a
child’s education and increases the likelihood of incarceration.”
Myles, who has spent
more than 40 years as a prevention and intervention
specialist in youth programs said, “We have to
come to the table together.
No longer can the school
board plan for us. No longer
can the community be ignored in terms of having a
voice and having ideas
about what works and what
we’d like to see happen.”
When Grego was given
a chance to speak, he explained that principals and
other school board members would start looking for
alternate disciplinary actions to suspension. A man

from the audience interjected, “They’re going to
start looking?” Grego corrected himself and said,
“No, they are. They are.”
When the floor opened
up for comments, things
got heated very fast. Parent
after parent gave examples
of how the county is failing
their children.
Former Chair of the
board of trustees at St. Petersburg College, Deveron
Gibbons, said he blames
the school system for the
recent shootings. He feels if
the young black men were
in school, they wouldn’t
have lost their lives.
Theresa “Momma Tee”
Lassiter told School Board
member Linda Lerner that
it’s time to retire.
Before the meeting concluded, Grego committed
to reducing the maximum
amount of days of suspension from 10 days to five.

Thomas Riggins, father of a child in middle school
and one in high school, said that education
doesn’t start in the school. “If you can’t start it in
your home, that’s part of the problem.”

Deveron Gibbons
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Senior dinner embraces holiday spirit
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Gathering of Women,
Inc. held their inaugural senior Christmas dinner last Sat.,
Dec. 19 at the Harbordale
YMCA. The special occasion
was a celebration to honor
and embrace our seniors who
have contributed wholeheartedly to their loved ones and
the community throughout
the years.
“The idea for the senior
Christmas dinner came about
because the Gathering of
Women felt that when Christmas time rolls around, many
seniors have no one with
which to celebrate the holiday
season,” explained Chairperson Samantha Richardson.
She encourages all to include older ones in on the holiday cheer. Since many people
are focusing on the kids this
time of the year, seniors can
be overlooked.
The young-at-heart seniors were treated to a bountiful dinner of fried chicken,
ham, rice, macaroni salad,
green beans and salad. Each
guest was served by a member of the organization as

these honored guests were
treated with respect as the
elders of the community.
Laughter could be heard
throughout the room as it was
an opportunity for the seniors
to come together and reminisce with old friends and
make new acquaintances.
“It’s an opportunity to
meet people I’ve never seen
before,” said guest Steve
Wynn.
Bertha Jones echoed the
same sentiment and said she
was a “person who goes out to
mingle,” while Sadie Martin
said, “I love people.”
The seniors expressed
their gratitude in being included in the celebration. “I
don’t get out much,” Viola
Gordon commented. “I was
excited I was asked to come.”
Vestell Nelson was invited
by Josephine Lampley, one of
the Gathering of Women
committee members. Nelson
and Lampley are fellow members of New Jerusalem Baptist Church. “I’m always
happy to come out,” Nelson
said. “She [Lampley] treats
me as part of her family.”
The program included a
reading of the “Christmas
Story” by seven-year-old Zaria

Albritton. Zaria is a member
of the Flower Girl program,
which was founded by the
Gathering of Women. Named
after School Board member
Rene Flowers, the program
fosters life lessons, self-respect and empowerment of
young black girls.
The appreciative audience
was invited to sing Christmas
carols while accompanied by
keyboardist Nancy Mims.
Santa, portrayed by Austin
Watson, was there resplendent in his red suit. He said he
likes playing Santa to see the
sparkle in the children’s eyes.
As for playing Santa for the
seniors, he laughed and said
that he too would soon be a
senior himself.
Gift bags, donated by all of
the committee members and
spearheaded by Renee Ambrose were chock full of personal items and passed out to
the guests.
“We truly appreciate the
opportunity to bring seniors
together for a holiday meal,”
said Richardson. “We care for
this population and want the
seniors to know they are part
of a community and a resource for everyone.
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Matters of the Heart 8th Annual Christmas Toys for Tots event
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry hosted its 8th Annual Christmas Toys for Tots
Event Sat., Dec. 12 at Glad
Tidings Assembly of God.
The event was hosted by
radio personality Princess
Denise Wright from Praise
1590 AM WRXB & 96.5 FM
Radio.
For eight years, Wright
and her ministry has hosted
this event to bless poverty
stricken families in the community, but this year she also
decided to reach out to families suffering with health issues such as sickle cell and
cancers.
Through social media
she got the word out. Family
members, friends and organizations contacted her with
names of families in need,
such as Mary Murph, president of the St. Petersburg
chapter of the Sickle Cell
Disease Association of
America.
“The vision God gave me
for 2015 was to seek out children and parents who have
been diagnosed with a disease,” said Wright.
She was able to bless
Amber McCaskill whose
one-year-old daughter, Carly,
is in need of a liver transplant; Alchea Frazier, a
mother of two stricken with
cancer; Markita Miller, who

has two children suffering
with sickle cell and a host of
other families.
Raising three children as
a single parent, Wright is no
stranger to the hardships
that many families are up
against, especially in the current economic climate.
“Many times I didn’t
have food in the refrigerator,
lights were off, water was
off, car broke down, getting
evicted,” she said.
But while attending New
Mt Olive Primitive Baptist
Church some three decades
ago, a member approached
her confessing to having
turned in her name as a recipient for a food basket. “I
remember that,” Wright
said. In fact it is this very
type of act of kindness that
has fueled her all these years
to keep giving back. “Somebody was always thinking of
me, they knew I needed
help.”
Although it’s been a long
time since Wright needed assistance herself, she will
never forget Mother Dora
Livingston and Mother
Emma Davis who reached
out to her when she was in
need.
Each year she gives back
with the help of the community. This year’s event wouldn’t have been possible
without the help of Senior
Pastor Dr. Randy Helms of
Glad Tidings Assembly of

God and his congregation,
who always financially support her efforts. Donations
from the Walmart on 18th
Ave. S, city council members, personal donations and
organizations such as Childs
Park YMCA all poured in.
This year an anonymous
couple donated more than
200 brand new clothing
items, toys and shoes, which
contributed to a successful
and joyous event where
more than 50 families were
able to have a merry Christmas.
“There is no greater
blessing than helping someone,” said Wright. “Only
what you do for Christ is
going to last and be counted
in the end.”
Before the giveaways
and food, there was
Anointed Praise and Worship by Derrick Isham, storytelling time by Veronica
James, Pastor Fred Hinton of
Calvary Worship Center
Florida entertained the audience, Pastor Roger Asselin
from Glad Tidings Assembly
of God delivered a powerful
message on the theme
“Jesus is the reason for the
season” and special prayers
were given by Marge Asselin and Evangelist Bambi
Jones for the infirmed. Mistress of Ceremony was
Prophetess
Laquanda
Everett.

The community marches to end gun violence
From ENOUGH, page 1

be taken to bring an end to
the violence, and hopes
that policies he has in place
will help make a difference
in curtailing the violence.
“We’ve got a number of
policies that we’ve got in
place,” Kriseman stated.
“We’re working with the
school system; we’re investing in summer jobs and
jobs in general for kids. We
are certainly working to attract businesses that are
going to create those jobs.”
Above all, he underscored that ending gun violence
must
be
a
community-wide effort, and
cannot be something that
the city government or the
police department do on
their own.
In separate incidents
within a couple of days,
local youths Tyler Lord and
Gabriel Wallace, both 17,
were fatally shot just a few
blocks apart. That makes

six young people gunned
down within the last six
weeks.
“Enough violence is
enough violence,” the
mayor said simply. “It
needs to end. One homicide is one too many.”
Assistant Chief of Police
Luke Williams noted that
it’s encouraging for the police department to know it
has community support.
“We’ve always had a
very good working relationship with the community,”
Williams said. “We know
we have that, but sometimes it’s a little silent. I
think the focus that we
should have now is that as
a community and as a police department and as a
city, we all can come together and accomplish
great things.”
Williams encourages
residents to take an active
role in protecting their

neighborhoods by calling
in tips, and they can do so
through the department’s
website or by calling (727)
893-7780, and remain
anonymous.
“It takes an entire community to address issues
and have the positive impact on what’s happening,”
Williams pointed out.
Gun violence is not only
a city problem, the mayor
explained in addressing the
crowd, but also a national
problem. And within St.
Pete, it cannot only
be south St. Pete or north
St. Pete, but the entire city
must come together to help
put an end to the violence.
“It’s because of people
like you who are here with
us
today,”
Kriseman
said, “who care about this
community as much as you
all do, and you’ve demonstrated how much you care
by being here with us today

and by speaking out loudly.
By speaking out in one loud
voice that’s it’s enough.
Enough!”
Eddie Pelham, who
served over 25 years in
Florida state prison for violent crimes, founded Moving Forward With A
Purpose, Inc., an organization that helps at-risk
youths. He had his own
perspective on violent
crimes.
“I made some bad decisions in my life when I was
15, 16 years old, and I spent
over 25 years of my life in
prison for bad decisions.
Don’t make a bad decision,” Pelham implored the
crowd. “One bad decision
can cause you a lifetime of
pain.”
He stressed the importance of the need for mentors in the city, saying we
need “good men, upstanding men, to teach our

young men how to be
men.”
Kriseman
explained
that city hall will do anything it can to address the
root causes of the problem
of violence, but effective solutions cannot be merely
“window dressing” or quick
fixes, of which St. Pete has
been guilty in the past.
“That doesn’t benefit
anybody,” he said, “because
that’s been our history
here. The fixes we do,
they’ve got to be for the

long term. They’ve got to
be sustainable. Giving people a second chance and
being a second chance city
is who we need to be, because people need a second
chance. Everybody deserves a second chance.”
Logon to TheWeeklyChallenger.com to watch
video from the march.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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A good time was had by all
From TEE, page 1

tendent Michael Grego
made an appearance.
Donated items poured
in from people throughout
the community, which
made it possible for each
child to select from a cadre
of gifts for their parents.
An assembly line of Santa’s
helpers wrapped the gifts
so mom and dad can unwrap a gift on Christmas
morning.
Kelly Davidson, Lakewood Elementary social
worker, provided a list of
95 children to be guess at
the party. The list was
made up of students who
are in the Pack-A-Snack
Program, which provides
healthy, non-perishable
snacks for children on the
weekend who may not
have an opportunity to eat
outside of school.

A party such as this
could not have been possible without the staff at
Lakewood Elementary.
Momma Tee’s go-to-person was Office Clerk Mallori Watson, who not only
was
her
right-hand
woman, but she brought
her family in to make the
afternoon a success.
Watson has a non-profit
organization comprised of
all family members called
Family Matters 925, Inc.
They help raise money for
different causes, such as
donating money and items
to a Lakewood Elementary
family whose child passed
away.
“Before my mom
passed, she made me
promise to keep us [the
family] together,” said Watson, who decided to create

the nonprofit as a way to
honor her mother.
Educational games and
toys were raffled off,
which proved to be a challenge because the youngsters were too excited to
listen for their numbers
and the sugar pumping
through their veins in the
form of cupcakes and
candy canes didn’t help the
situation either. But all in
all, these well-behaved
children had a great endof-the year party and all of
Santa’s helpers left with
smiles on their faces.
“Next year I plan to do
every kid out here. Now
that I’ve had this idea,
we’re gonna blow it up
next year,” said Momma
Tee. “It’s gonna be an allday affair.”

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS!!!
IT’S OUR WAY OF GIVING BACK TO THE
COMMUNITY THAT BROUGHT US THIS FAR

SPECIAL OFFER WITH EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS
20 GAUGE M ETAL CASKETS STARTING AT
$1,895 DISCOUNTED BY FACTORY REBATE

YOUR COST ONLY $199
with the purchase of our professional services, removal, embalming, dressing and casketing

Complimentary Items Included With Package:
7 passenger limousine, casket spray,
100 funeral programs, register book, visitation, wake service

For More Details
Contact Our 24 Hour Hotline
(727) 896-2602
Visit us on the web: crealfuneralhomeandcremation.com
“Experience the Difference”
Creal Funeral Home and Cremation
1940 7th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Leon M. Thomas III
Ronald J. Derr Sr.
President
L.F.D.I.C.

16

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2015

CHURCH DIRECTORY
 



   
   

 
 








 







  
 


Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
   
  
  
   






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
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HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:







Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

  
  









 


 
     
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  


 

 






 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

Victory Christian Center Church

 







 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


 



   

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Witness of the Kingdom Ministries

YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

1640 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
813-919-0485
Email: witnessofthekingdom2015@gmail.com
We are a non-domination Church that exists to see people
encounter the incredible life that God offers through Jesus
Christ. It starts with a relationship with Him, and spills over
into all other areas of life: finances, marriage, career, parenting,
relationships and even recreation.

Pastor Mark Owen and
First Lady Hazel Owen
Sunday morning worship
10:00 a.m.
Our ministry is all about people just like you! We are diverse,
multi-cultural
who follow Jesus! It’s a place where hurts are
Open Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. healed, needs are met, and dreams become reality.

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
The Men’s Ministry invites the men of Mt. Zion to
join them every 3rd Thursday
at 7 pm in the Youth Chapel
and learn how to develop a
strong relationship with the

Lord.
Stay Connected by keeping us updated. If your address or other information
has changed just check the
change of address box on
your envelope or go to
www.mzprogressive.org and
click the resources link. All
personal info is kept confidential and is for church use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,

and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
MBC 955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg Florida. 727-8944311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the

awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for December
Dec 25-Christmas DayChurch Office Closed
Dec 31-Watch Night
Service-10:00 p.m. @ St.
Mark M. B. C.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sun. 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sun. 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn

“What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tues. at 6 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sun. 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tues.
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wed. 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wed. 7
p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wed. of
each month 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership
of Dr. Rickey L. Houston extend an invitation to the community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God. Join us
at 9 am for Sunday School and
at 10:15 am worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/ Children Rising are held
on Wednesday at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest

spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth
at every opportunity, building
a stronger congregation and
community to the Glory of
God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
Kingdom Man Series Con-

tinues With Victory In Spiritual Warfare. “The Shield of
Faith” The Laymen invite you
to join them every Mon. at 6
pm for this study.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Friendship MBC
Looking for a place that sinners are welcomed? The
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Official Family and
the entire Church Family extend to you a cordial invitation
to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or the 10:45
am worship service, and Sunday Church School at 9:30 am.
Pray for our Sick, Shut-in, Children, Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
“Wednesday in the Word” noon
day until 1 pm (the best one
hour of your day) and at 7 p.m.
- the community is welcomed
to join us - you don’t want to
miss Wednesday in the Word
where we are studying from
1st John, Chapt. 6. Mr. Harrison Nash - healing prayer is an

action.
December at a glance:
“Go Tell It On The Mountain” Watch Night Service,
Dec. 31 at 9:45 pm. First Messenger – Dr. Joseph Gordon.
Second Messenger – Pastor
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.
Thought for the Week:
Christmas gift suggestions: To
your enemy – Forgiveness – To
an opponent – Tolerance – To
your family and friends – Your
Heart – To those in need –
Charity – To All the children
that cross your path – A Good
Example and to yourself – Respect.
Don’t let “The Ship” sail
without you! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:

Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
&
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the Page.
Also, USTREAM - Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300
and
leave
your
information.
Support West Coast Baptist
District Association Women’s
Auxiliary Foreign Mission
Project which is underway.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Worship with your hands - Part 1
(clapping) Luke 2:21-35
The Christmas Story is really about worship. Through
the various characters of the
Christmas story we learn to
worship in various ways.
Simeon was a citizen well-seasoned in years who received a
promise that he would not die
until he saw the Christ child.
When Mary and Joseph were
in the temple with Jesus for the
circumcision on the 8th as the
Jewish custom required,
Simeon was right there. Like a
godfather, he grabbed the
baby Jesus with his hands, embraced him in his arms and
began to praise God.

In any given worship service, we use our hands in various ways to worship God.
Unfortunately, many people
have no idea of the meaning
behind it. Many congregants
and guests are just following
the worship leader’s instructions, trying to blend in with
the crowd or doing what they
have seen done for generations. Worshipping without understanding is merely religious
ritual. True spirituality empowers us to worship on purpose
knowing exactly why we are
doing what we are doing.
The left hand is the hand of

humanity and the right hand is
the hand of divinity. When we
clap our hands we are bringing
our humanity and our divinity
together to manifest the good
desires of our hearts (Psalms
47:1). The speed in which we
clap signals to the universe
how fast we need demonstration. We clap our hands because we need our marriages,
families, neighborhoods, careers, health and finances to
come together. Clapping
brings our good from the heavenly realm of idea to the
earthly realm of manifestation
(Psalms 98:8).
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